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CONPIDENTIAL NICOSIA 3057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: AVLONA: TURKISH/UNFICYP CONFRONTATION 

REF: A. NICOSIA 2910; B. USDAO NICOSIA 201230Z SEP 76 

1 . AS OF SEPT. 27 THE SITUATION AT AVLONA WAS QUIET. 

"TURK CYPRIOT FARMERS " ARE NOT ENTERING DISPUTED PARMING 
AREA. UNPICYP, BY NOT PROVIDING ESCORTS, IS EPPECTIVELY 
PREVENTING GREEK CYPRIOT PARMERS PROM ENTERING THE AREA 
NORTH OP THE 90 NORTHING LINE (REP A). ACCORDING TO UNFICYP 
SOURCES, SITUATION IS LIKELY TO REMAIN QUIET AT LEAST UNTIL 
RETURN OF PEREZ DE CUELLAR TO NICOSIA. HE IS EXPECTED TO 
BE CARRYING INSTRUCTIONS PROM UNSYG ON NEXT STEP IN SOLUTION 
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2. ON SEPT. 25 GREEK CYPRIOT NEGOTIATOR PAPADOUPOLOS SAID 
IN HIS ARRIVAL STATEMENT AT LARNACA AIRPORT THAT HE HAD 
PROTESTED TO THE UN ABOUT THE SITUATION IN AVLONA AND 
THAT "BOTH THE GREF. CYPRIOT SIDE AND THE UN OFFICIALS 
CONSIDER THAT BY THE AVLONA INCIDENTS THE TURKS ARE SEEKING 
TO CREATE A PRECEDENT JUSTIFYING THEIR EURTHER INFILTRA- 
TION INTO THE SO-CALLED NEUTRAL ZONE." IN AN APPARENT 
RESPONSE TO THIS STATEMENT, A "TFSC" SPOKESMAN "REJECTED 
THE GREEK CYPRIOT ALLEGATION THAT 95 PERCENT OF THE PROPERTY 
IN THE BUFFER ZONE IN THE AVLONA AREA BELONGS TO THE GREEK 
CYPRIOTS." THE SPOKESMAN ALSO SAID THAT "OWNERSHIP RIGHTS.... 

ARE ONE OF THE QUESTIONS TO BE DISCUSSED AT A PEACE CONFER- 
ENCE." 

3. COMMENT: THE SITUATION IN AVLONA HAS REMAINED QUIET 

FOR ALMOST TWO WEEKS. THE GREEK AND TURK CYPRIOT SPOKESMEN 
ARE EXCHANGING VERBAL ARGUMENTS ON THE SUBJECT. WE BELIEVE 
THAT THE AREA IN DISPUTE - FROM THE 90 NORTHNG LINE TO 
THE TURKISH FDL - WILL NOT BE WORKED BY FARMERS FROM EITHER 
SIDE FOR SOME TIME WHILE UNFICYP/TURK CYPRIOT DISCUSSIONS CON- 
TINUE. AVLONA IS NO LONGER CAUSING PROBLEMS ON A DAILY 
BASIS BUT WE EXPECT THAT THE ISSUE WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN 
IRRITANT IN UNFICYP'S RELATIONS WITH BOTH GREEK AND TURK 
CYPRIOTS. MEANWHILE THE TURKISH RETALIATORY ACTIONS AGAINST 
UNFICYP AS DESCRIBED REF B CONTINUE. MAIN EFFECT IS THAT 
UNFICYP PERSONNEL ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO MOVE FREELY IN THE 
NORTHER PART OF CYPRUS FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. END COMMENT. 
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